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Prince of Cond6 were compelled to prove the sin-
cerity of their conversion by serving side by side
with the Guises under the Duke of Anjou. But
this Prince had meantime been elected King of
Poland. The French agents had spared neither lies
nor promises. Anjou, they declared, had taken no
share in the persecution of the Protestants, which he
had always lamented. It was not desirable that the
Polish ambassadors, who were on their way to salute
their new sovereign, should find him engaged in the
siege of a Protestant town. To appear to yield to a
diplomatic necessity was less humiliating than to
confess the total failure of all efforts to take La
Rochelle by treachery or force; and the Court
gladly seized the opportunity to offer acceptable
terms to the besieged (June 24, 1573).

The lesson taught by the successful resistance of
La Rochelle was not thrown away. On the anniver-
sary of the massacre (August 24, 1573), the delegates
of the Huguenots of Languedoc and Guicnne met
and after organising themselves into a kind of federal
republic, sent a deputation to communicate their de-
mands to the King: complete toleration and liberty
of worship throughout the kingdom ; all law courts
to contain an equal number of judges of both reli-
gions ; members of the Reformed Church to be re-
leased from the payment of tithes; punishment of
the authors of the massacre and restitution of the
property of the victims to their heirs ; two fortresses
in each province to be placed as security in the
hands of the Protestants and garrisoned by them at
the King's expense. Catherine exclaimed in indig-